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I’ve always liked external hammer
gide-by-gide shotguns. They scream
Old West. Everyone remembers John
‘Wayne's Greener in Big Jake. If you're
into the history of the 0ld West, you
know how many “gunfights” consisted
of someone shooting someone else in
the back with a shotgun filled with 00
buck—or dimes in the case of Billy The
Kids murder of Deputy Ro

The operation of the Greener action:
The lever is pushed slightly, and the
cross-bolt is moving to the left
to release the barrel lock.

As the lever is pushed further,
the crogs-bolt releases the
barrel lock, and the barrels open,
extending the extractors.
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By Captain George Baylor, SASS Life #24287

Ollinger. (Hence the stage starting
line, “Keep the change, Bob.”) When I
started, there were virtually no ham-
mer doubles suitable for Cowboy
Action Shooting™. So, I started with a
hammerless (internal hammer) side-

Pushing the barrels upward extends
the cross-bolt, allowing the barrel
lock to align with the cross-bolt,
locking the barrels closed.

The stock, the soul of the gun, is
graced with hand-cut checkering.

by-side. The sport started pretty much
the same way. If hammer doubles had
been available then as they are now,
they might be required in the black-
powder categories as they are in
Classic Cowboy.

Prior to receiving this gun for test
I've been shooting a hammer double
for comparison, a Ceyote Cap
Commemorative 1887 Coach Gun, a
no frills, ready-for-competition win-
ner. Most cowboys shooting hammer
doubles have been shooting the TTN.
It comes out of the box almost ready
for competition. The hammers have
sharp edges on them that need soft-
ening, and it benefits from judicious
polishing and tuning. According to
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World Champion Classic Cowboy T
Bone Dooley, it doesn't need much. If
you think a hammer double is slow,
watch T-Bone shooting a TTN fly
through a stage! You should video it
s0 you can slow it down in replay
enough to see that he really is cocking
those hammers as he wipes his left
hand over the barrels, cocking them
and simultaneously opening the lever
with his left thumb.

At the SHOT Show three gentle-
men eame by the SASS Booth and
talked to Coyote Cathoun, showing
him a high quality hammer double.
They were Paul Brenkman AKA The
45 Kid, Michael Michalczuk AKA Bury
M. Deep, and Jim Bartels AKA Paul
Bearer, from Pioneer Arms. They men-
tioned wanting the gun tested in The
‘ﬂuiﬂhnu EChrmricle. He pumtad in my
direction and told them to see me.
They handed me the very good-looking
hammer double and asked me what 1
thought of it. I told them it looked
great. Then [ tried cocking both ham-
mers with the edge of my hand. As
politely as possible I told them the
springs were too heavy the speed cock-
ing SASS matches require. The gen-
tleman from the factory, Bury M. Deep,
Listened and said he would make the
changes I suggested. 1 suspect I was-
o't the only one suggesting them.

When the gun arrived for test it
was obvious he was a man of his
word. The hammers were light and
easy to cock, and the opening lever
opened the gun at a tap.

The barrels are very thick and
strong on this 8.7 Ib, shotgun.

The Pioneer 12 gauge hammer double shotgun.

Before we go further, 1t should be
noted the gun retails for $1960.
Several people have shaken their
heads when told that, and comments
like “well, I hope they sell both of
them,” and “who would spend so
much money on a gun?”

Well, we have shooters shooting
engraved, ivory-handled Colt SAAs.
I have two with Peacemaker
Specialist action jobs. You can guess
what I have in them. At any long-
range match you'll see a gaggle of
Shiloh Sharps rifles that average

.

The hammers have hand-cut
knurling, no sharp edges,
and Light springs.

more than that. There's a market out
there, but to capture it the gun has to
be good, and it has to have an aura
about it that makes people want to
spend the money. Colts and Sharps
are guns of legend.

Well, as for the aura, there's the
Greener aura. The Greener is a leg-
endary Old West gun. This is not just
another hammer double, but a
GREENER action. The Greener's
cross-bolt lock is mechanically neat
and simple. Opening the lock moves
the balt to the left, releasing the barrel
lock. Closing the barrels re-engages
the lock. It operates very slickly,
smooth as silk. People will ask to work
the lock-work just to see it work.

After much correspondence,
Mike Michalezuk, Bury M. Deep
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